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Question: What is intelligence?  
 

ç’u % çKk D;k gS\ 

Krishnamurti: What do you think is 
intelligence? Not what the dictionary says, 
not what your teacher or your books have 
said—leave all that aside and think and try 
to find out what is intelligence. Not what 
Buddha, Shankara, Shakespeare, 
Tennyson, Spencer, or somebody else has 
said, but what do you think is intelligence? 
Do you see that the moment you are asked 
not to think along those lines, you are 
stunned? Take a man who read Shankara 
or the communist philosophy or some 
other authority; he will tell you what 
intelligence is right off because he will 
quote somebody. But if you are asked not 
to quote, not to repeat what somebody else 
thinks, not merely to read in a dictionary 
what intelligence is, you are lost, are you 
not?  

Ñ”.kewfrZ % vki D;k lksprs gSa] çKk D;k gS\ og 
ugha tks ‘kCndks’k esa fy[kk gS] og ugha tks vkids 
f’k{kdksa ;k iqLrdksa us dgk gS&&mUgsa ,d rjQ NksM+ 
nhft, vkSj fopkj dhft,] ;g irk yxkus dk 
ç;Ru dhft, fd çKk D;k gSA çKk ds ckjs esa 
cq)] ‘kadj] ‘ksDlih;j] Vsuhlu ;k Lisalj ;k vU; 
yksx D;k dgrs gSa] bldks Hkwy tkb, vkSj [kqn 
lksfp, fd çKk D;k gS\ vkidks cM+k vk’p;Z gksrk 
gS u tc vkils dgk tkrk gS fd vki vkSjksa ds 
vuqlkj er lksfp,\ ,d ,sls O;fDr dks yhft, 
tks ‘kadj dks i<+rk gS ;k lkE;oknh n’kZu dks 
i<+rk gS vFkok fdlh tkus&ekus fo}ku dks i<+rk 
gS rc og rRdky vkidks fdlh dk m)j.k nsrs 
gq, crk nsxk fd çKk D;k gS] ysfdu tc vkils 
;g dgk tkrk gS fd vki fdlh dk m)j.k er 
nhft,] fdlh ds fopkj dks er nksgjkb,] fdlh 
‘kCndks”k esa çKk dk vFkZ er nsf[k, rc vki 
vlgk; ls gks tkrs gSaA D;k ,slk gh ugha gksrk\ 
 

  
What do you think is intelligence? It is a 
very complex problem, is it not? It is very 
difficult in a few words to say what 
intelligence is. So let us begin to find out. 
The person who is afraid of public opinion, 
afraid of the teacher, afraid of what people 
say, afraid of losing his job, afraid of not 
passing an examination, is not an 
intelligent person; the mind that is afraid is 
not an intelligent mind, is it? What do you 
say? Is that very difficult? If I am afraid of 
my parents, that they may scold me, that 
they may do this and that, am I intelligent? 
I behave, I act, I think according to them 
because I am afraid to think freely, to act 
independently. So, fear prevents me, does 
it not, from being what I am. I am always 
copying, I am always following, trying to 
do things which other people want me to 
do because I am afraid. So, a mind which 
is imitative, which is copying because it is 
afraid, is not an intelligent mind, is it? 
What do you say?  

vkidh lksp&le> esa çKk D;k gS\ D;k ;g cM+k 
gh tfVy ç’u ugha gS\ çKk D;k gS bls dqN ‘kCnksa 
es crk ikuk cM+k eqf'dy gSA vkb, irk yxkuk 
vkjaHk djsa fd çKk D;k gSA og O;fDr tks yksxksa 
ds er ls Hk;Hkhr gS] f’k{kd ls Hk;Hkhr gS] ukSdjh 
u NwVs blls Hk;Hkhr gS] ijh{kk esa ikl u gksus ls 
Hk;Hkhr gS] og cqf)eku ugha gSA Hk;Hkhr eu 
es/kkoh ugha gksrkA vkidk D;k dguk gS\ D;k ;g 
cgqr dfBu ckr gS\ ;fn eSa vius ekrk&firk ls 
Hk;Hkhr gwa fd os eq>s MkaVsaxs] fd os eq>s ,slk&oSlk 
dgsaxs] rc D;k eSa es/kkoh gwa\ eSa mudh bPNk ls 
O;ogkj djrk gwa] dk;Z djrk gwa] lksprk gwa] D;ksafd 
eSa Lora=rkiwoZd fopkj djus ls Mjrk gwa] [kqys eu 
ls fopkj djus vkSj dke djus ls Mjrk gwaA vr% 
eSa tks dqN gwa oSlk gksus ls Hk; eq>s jksdrk gSA eSa 
ges’kk udy djrk jgrk gwa] eSa lnSo vuqdj.k 
djrk jgrk gwaA eSa lnSo mu pht+ksa dks djus dk 
ç;Ru djrk gwa tks nwljs yksx eq>ls djokuk pkgrs 
gSa D;ksafd eSa Hk;Hkhr gwaA blfy, tks eu Mj ds 
dkj.k vuqdj.k djrk gS] nwljksa dh udy djrk 
gS es/kkoh ugha gksrkA ;k gksrk gS\ vki D;k dgrs 
gSa\ 
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Is it not the function of education to help 
the student to understand these fears, to 
show how you are frightened of your 
teacher, of your parents? So that you may 
not say, ‘As I am frightened, I will do what 
I like’—which is equally stupid. Education 
should help us to understand these fears 
and to be free from them. It is very, very 
difficult. It requires a great deal of digging, 
understanding, going into it. You know 
what ‘to thaw’ means. You know it freezes 
when the weather is very cold, and when 
the sunshine comes out, it begins to melt.  

D;k f’k{kk dk dk;Z ;g ugha gS fd bu Hk;ksa dks 
le>us esa Nk=ksa dk lg;ksx djs vkSj os ns[k ldsa 
fd os vius f’k{kd ls] vius ekrk&firk ls fdrus 
Hk;Hkhr gSaA rkfd og ;g u dg ldsa] ^^pwafd eSa 
Hk;Hkhr gwa vr% eSa ogh d:axk tks eSa pkgrk 
gwa**&&;g dgk tkuk Hkh mruk gh ew[kZrkiw.kZ gSA 
bu Hk;ksa dks le>us ,oa buls eqDr gksus esa f’k{kk 
dks gekjh enn djuh pkfg,A ;g cgqr] cgqr 
dfBu gSA bls le>us] bldh xgjkbZ esa tkus ds 
fy, £klh tkap&iM+rky dh t+:jr gksrh gSA vki 
tkurs gSa fd ^rjy gksus* dk vFkZ D;k gksrk gS\ 
vki tkurs gSa fd tc ekSle vR;ar BaMk gks tkrk 
gS rks ikuh tedj cQZ gks tkrk gS vkSj lw;Z ds 
fudyus ij fi?kyus yxrk gSA  
 

  
This morning, we all feel frozen because 
we do not know each other. You are a little 
nervous because you may want to ask 
about something which you are ashamed 
of, or you may ask something which the 
teachers say you should not have asked, or 
you may be frightened of your fellow 
students. All that is preventing you from 
thawing, from feeling natural, spontaneous, 
easy, so that you can ask questions. I am 
sure you have got lots of questions 
bubbling inside, but you dare not ask 
because you are a bit apprehensive the first 
morning. Perhaps tomorrow the sun will 
have thawed us, and we shall be able to ask 
each other questions. 

vkt dh lqcg ge lHkh vius dks tdM+k gqvk lk 
eglwl dj jgs gSa D;ksafd ge ,d nwljs ls 
ifjfpr ugha gSaA vki yksx dqN lges&lges gSa] 
D;ksafd gks ldrk gS fd vki dqN ,sls ç’u iwNuk 
pkg jgs gksa ftUgsa iwNus esa vkidks ‘keZ vk jgh 
gks&&gks ldrk gS vki dqN ,slk iwN cSBsa ftlds 
fy, ckn esa vkids f’k{kd ‘kk;n vkils dgsa fd 
vkidks og lc ugha iwNuk pkfg, Fkk] ;k ‘kk;n 
vki vius lgikfB;ksa ls Hk;Hkhr gksaA ;g lc 
vkidks £qykiu eglwl djus ls] lgt&LokHkkfod 
gks ikus ls] ljy gks ikus ls jksdrk gS ftlls fd 
vki dqN iwN ldsaA eq>s ;dhu gS fd vkids 
Hkhrj vusd ç’u mB jgs gSa fdarq mUgsa iwNus dk 
lkgl vki ugha tqVk ik jgs gSa D;ksafd vkt dh 
lqcg esa&&tks ge yksxksa ds ijLij ifjp; dh 
igyh lqcg gS&&vki FkksM+s ls l’akfdr gSaA ‘kk;n 
dy dk lwjt gesa nzfor djsxk] geesa xeZtks’kh 
vk,xh vkSj ge ,d nwljs ls ç’u iwN ldsaxsA 
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