Division Breeds Conflict: That's A Law

Why is there this division between man g
man, between race and race, culture aga

culture? Why? Religions also have divide

man, put man against man—the Hindus,
the Muslims, the Christians, the Jews, ar
so on. This terrible desire to identify
oneself with a group, with a flag, with a
religious ritual, gives us the feeling that w
have roots.

Krishnamurti to Himself, 31 March 1983
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Each one of us wants to live in security.
That is natural, that is an instinctive
response to have food, clothes, and shel
Every human being in the world, the mog
ignorant or the most sophisticated humat
being, wants security both outwardly and
inwardly, to be safe. And this division, the
national division, has made that security
impossible; outwardly you have wars, yo
are being threatened by another country,
another ideology, and so you say you my
protect yourself. This is what the
politicians and all the so-called leaders a
saying, because each one of us seeks
security in division. We think we can be
secure in the family; from the family the
nation—the nation is only glorified
tribalism.

So we seek security in individuality, and
we seek security in the family, in various
forms of division. So one realizes, not
theoretically, not intellectually, baictually
in one’s daily life that where there is
division there must be conflict. That's a
law, a natural law. If there is a division
between a man and a woman, the husba
and wife, and so on, thenaust be conflict
between them. This is so. That is why in
this country and in other countries there
so many divorces, each one wanting his
own way, each one wanting to express
himself fully, urged on by the
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psychologists who say, ‘Don’t restrain, d¢
whatever you want...’
San Francisco Talk, 30 April 1983
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If we look into our lives and observe
relationship, we see it is a process of
building resistance against another, a wa
over which we look and observe the othe
but we always retain the wall and remain
behind it, whether it be a psychological
wall, a material wall, an economic wall or
national wall, and we live enclosed becal
it is much more gratifying, we think it is
much more secure. The world is so
disruptive, there is so much sorrow, so
much pain, war, destruction, misery that
want to escape and live within the walls ¢
security of our own psychological being.
That is exactly what is happening
throughout the world: you remain in your
isolation and stretch your hand over the
wall, calling it nationalism, brotherhood o
what you will, but actually sovereign
governments, armies, continue. Still
clinging to your own limitations, you think
you can create world unity, world peace-
which is impossible. So long as you have
frontier, whether national, economic,
religious or social, it is an obvious fact th
there cannot be peace in the world.

The First and Last Freedom, Ch. 14
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We are concerned rightly with the outwatr
change or reformation of the social
structure with its injustice, wars, poverty,
but we try to change it either through
violence or the slow way of legislation. In
the meantime there is poverty, war, hung
and the mischief that exists between mat
and man. We seem totally to neglect pay
attention to these vast accumulated clou
which man has been gathering for centur
upon centuries—sorrow, violence, hatred
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race. They are there, as the outward
structure of society is there: as real, as v
as effective. We neglect these hidden
accumulations and concentrate on the
outward reformation. This division is
perhaps the greatest cause of our declin
Meeting Life,Ch. 7
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The process of isolation is a process of t
search for power; whether one is seeking
power individually or for a racial or
national group. After all, that is what eact
one wants, is it not? He wants a powerfu
position in which he can dominate, whett
at home, in the office, or in a bureaucrati
regime. Each one is seeking power, and
seeking power he will establish a society|
which is based on power, military,
industrial, economic, and so on—which
again is obvious. Is not the desire for poy
in its very nature isolating?
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There is no such thing as living in
isolation—no country, no people, no
individual, can live in isolation; yet,
because you are seeking power in SO ma
different ways, you breed isolation. The
nationalist is a curse because through hi
very nationalistic, patriotic spirit, he is
creating a wall of isolation. So nationalisr
which is a process of isolation, which is t
outcome of the search for power, cannot
bring about peace in the world. The man
who is a nationalist and talks of
brotherhood is telling a lie; he is living in
state of contradiction.

The First and Last Freedom, Ch. 14
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particular idea, with a particular country,
we can never bring about cooperation.
The First and Last Freedom, Ch. 18
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One must have security physically—
clothes, food, a roof over one’s head; on
must have that. But psychologically,
inwardly, is there security at all? And is

this chaos the cause of this idea, a conce

that each one of us is a separate entity?
Because we have never gone into the
guestion that the brain of each one of us
the common brain of humanity. And this
desire for security may have brought abg
this concept of the individual—me and
you, we as a group against another grou
Is that the cause?

Saanen Talk, 6 July 1980
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These calm searching thoughts pierce tg
roots of our problems. A profound and
fresh approach to self-understanding ang
deeper insights into the meaning of
personal freedom and mature love.
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