Education, Work, and M oney
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The Right Kind of Education SEREIL!

The ignorant man is not the unlearn
but he who does not know himself, a
the learned man is stupid when he re
on books/ on knowledge, and

authority to give him understandin
Understanding comes only through se

knowledge, which is awareness of on
total psychological process. Th
education, in the true sense, is

understanding of oneself, for it is withij

each one of us that the whole of existe
is gathered.
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What we now call education is a mat
of accumulating information an
knowledge from books, which anyo

can do who can read. Such educati

offers a subtle form of escape frg
ourselves and, like all escapes,
inevitably creates increasing mise
Conflict and confusion result from o
own wrong relationship with people
things and ideas, and until we underst
that relationship and alter it, mer
learning, the gathering of facts and t{
acquiring of various skills, can only le:
us to engulfing chaos and destruction.
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As society is now organized, we send
children to school to learn son
technique by which they can eventua
earn a livelihood. We want to make f

child first and foremost a specialis

hoping thus to give him a secu
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economic position. But does i
cultivation of a technique enable us
understand ourselves?

While it is obviously necessary to kna
how to read and write, and to les
engineering or some other professi
will technique give us the capacity
understand life? Surely, technique
secondary; and if technique is the o
thing we are striving for, we at
obviously denying what is by far th
greater part of life.

Life is pain, joy, beauty, ugliness, lov
and when we understand it as a whole
every level, that understanding creates
own technique. But the contrary is n
true: technique can never bring ab
creative understanding.
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Skill In Making a Living Is Not Living
Completely
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Present-day education is a compl
failure because it has over-emphasi
technique. In over-emphasizing technig
we destroy man. To cultivate capac
and efficiency without understanding li
without having a comprehensi
perception of the ways of thought a
desire, will only make us increasing
ruthless, which is to engender wars &
jeopardize our physical security. T
exclusive cultivation of technique h
produced scientists, mathematicia
bridge builders, space conquerors; but
they understand the total process of li
Can any specialist experience life as
whole? Only when he ceases to be
specialist.
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Mere Occupation Is not Enough
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Technological progress does solve cer
kinds of problems for some people at ¢
level, but it introduces wider and deef
issues too. To live at one levg
disregarding the total process of life, is|
invite misery and destruction. Tk
greatest need and most pressing prob
for every individual is to have a
integrated comprehension of life, whi
will enable him to meet its ever-
increasing complexities.
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Technical knowledge, howev
necessary, will in no way resolve o
inner, psychological pressures a
conflicts; and it is because we ha
acquired technical knowledge witho

that technology has become a means
destroying ourselves. The man w,
knows how to split the atorn but has
love in his heart becomes a monster.
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We choose a vocation according to
capacities; but will the following of
vocation lead us out of conflict arn
confusion? Some form of technic
training seems necessary; but when
have become engineers, physicig
accountants— then what? Is the prac
of a profession the fulfillment of lifep T
Apparently with most of us it is. Our
various professions may keep us busy| &
the greater part of our existence; but
very things that we produce and are
entranced with are causing destruct]
and misery. Our attitudes and valu
make of things and occupations t
instruments of envy, bitterness and hat
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Without understanding ourselves, me
occupation leads to frustration, with
inevitable escapes through all kinds
mischievous activities.
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The Individual or the System
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Education should not encourage
individual to conform to society or to k
negatively harmonious with it, but he
him to discover the true values whi
come with unbiased investigation a
self-awareness. When there is no s

Herem =m0 =afer sl 99T &l STeRIoT
e o1 Igd 9 [auAEd:, THRd BQ
IRreisrer e B R TS SwamEr S
Chnfew, afesp SO @1 eafad & oA At
gﬁlaﬁa%@aﬁﬁwmar%usﬁ

knowledge, self-expression becomes s
assertion, with all its aggressive a
ambitious conflicts. Education shou
awaken the capacity to be self-aware
not merely indulge in gratifying sel
expression.

eT?wi FH g S eI StuH dfa
- q ARl 2| ofe =g & N
|§, @Eg & AWE H AH-UEE HIH
LAF™ SR SR Hewdehiel g8l @
ATy WUE % @9 H Il o | farer
R Bl T & Gf TSTT T & eHar
e, 7 [F oTH-Uas= & dgfitc § 39
fora W@ |

What is the good of learning if in th
process of living we are destroyif
ourselves? As we are having a series
devastating wars, one right after anoth
there is obviously something radica
wrong with the way we bring up ol
children. | think most of us are aware
this, but we do not know how to de
with it.
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Systems, whether educational or politig
are not changed mysteriously; they
transformed when there is a fundamer
change in ourselves. The individual is
first importance, not the system; and
long as the individual does n
understand the total process of hims
no system, whether of the left or of t
right, can bring order and peace to

world.
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The Function of Education
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The right kind of education is concern

with individual freedom, which alone ca
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bring true cooperation with the whol
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with the many; but this freedom is n
achieved through the pursuit of one's o
aggrandizement and success. Free
comes with self-knowledge, when t
mind goes above and beyond
hindrances it has created for
through craving its own security.
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It is the function of education to he
each individual to discover all the
psychological hindrances, and not mer
impose upon him new patterns
conduct, new modes of thought. Su
impositions  will never  awaken
intelligence, creative understanding,
will only further condition the individual.
Surely, this is what is happenir
throughout the world, and that is why @
problems continue and multiply.
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Are Our Children Our Property?
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It is only when we begin to understal

the deep significance of human life th
there can be true education; but
understand, the mind must intelligen
free itself from the desire for rewar
which breeds fear and conformity. If w
regard our children as personal prope
if to us they are the continuance of ¢
petty selves and the fulfilment of o
ambitions, then we shall build
environment, a social structure in whi
there is no love, but only the pursuit
self-centered advantages.
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What Is Our Necessity?
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What is our necessity? According to th
you will have universities, school
examinations or no examinations. But
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merely talk narrowly about linguisti
divisions seems to me utterly infanti

What we will have to do as matu[l

human beings—if there are such enti
existing—is to go into this problems. L
you want your children to be educated
be glorified clerks, bureaucrats, leadi
utterly miserable, useless, futile live
functioning as machines in a system?
do you want integrated human beir
who are intelligent, capable, fearless?
will find out, probably, what we mean &
“intelligence." The mere acquisition

knowledge is not intelligence, and it da
not make an intelligent human beirn
You may have all the technique, but t
does not necessarily mean that you are
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intelligent, integrated human being. TH TXE H b AT U, 9Rg a8
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Knowledge Is Accumulation of the Pa
Learning Is Always in the Present
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So, there is a difference betwe
acquiring knowledge and the act
learning. You must have knowledge a
the act of learning. You must ha
knowledge; otherwise you will not kno

where you live, you will forget your

name, and so on. So at one le
knowledge is imperative, but when th
knowledge is used to understand life
which is a movement, which is a thit

that is living, moving, dynamic, even/ %

moment changing—when you canr
move with life, then you are living in th
past and trying to comprehend t
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extraordinary thing called life. And {08 ofix Sie St oTg¥d & & &9 4

understand life, you have to learn ev
minute about it and never come to
having learned.
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