Chapter 4

Security

T

Don’t you think it is very importan
that while you are at school, yq
should not feel any anxiety, ai
sense of uncertainty, but should ha
a great deal of that feeling of bei
secure? You know what it is to fe
secure? There are different kinds

security, of the feeling that you are.

safe. While you are very young, Y«
have the security of relying on old
people, the feeling that somebody
looking after you and giving you th
right food, the right clothing, th
right atmosphere; you have t
feeling that you are being cared f
looked after—which is essentig
which is absolutely necessary wh
one is very young. As you gro
older and go out of the school in
the college and so on into life, th
security, that feeling that you a
physically safe, physically bein

looked after, goes into another field.

You want to feel inwardly
spiritually, psychologically safe; yo

want to have somebody to help you:s

to guide you;s to look after you
whom you call a guru or guide;
you have some belief or ide

because you want something to re
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very, very complex, and we won
deal with that now. | think that whil
you are at school you ought to hav.
physical and emotional and men
stability, the mental and physic
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feeling that you are being looke
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Chapter 4

after, that you are being cared f
that your future is being careful
nurtured, carefully watched over,

that while you are very young, whi
you are at school, there is no se
of anxiety, no sense of fear. That
essential because to have anxi
fear, apprehension, wondering wh
is going to happen to you is ve
bad, is very detrimental to yol
thinking; in that state, there can
no intelligence. It is only when vy
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physically, mentally,
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life—not forcing their opinions o
their ways of conduct—that you fe
you can grow, that you can live
That is only possible when you are
at a school with the prope
environment, with the right kind @
teachers.
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One of the things that prevents t
sense of being secure is comparis
When you are compared wi
somebody else in your studies or
your games or in your looks, ya
have a sense of anxiety, a sense
fear, a sense of uncertainty. So,
we were discussing yesterday w
some of the teachers, it is ve
important to eliminate in our scho
this sense of comparison, this givi
grades or marks, and ultimately t
fear of examination.
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You are afraid of your examination
are you not? That means wh:
There is that threat before you all {
time that you might fail, that you a
not doing as well as you should,

that during all the years that you liy
in the school, there is this dark clou
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of examinations hanging over yo
We were discussing yesterday w
some of the teachers whether it
possible not to have examinations
all but to watch over you every da
month after month, to see that y
are learning naturally and happ
and easily, to find out what you

interested in and to encourage t

interest so that when you leave th&™?
school, you go out with a great dedl&l & STeX
of intelligence, not just merely withd® X = T HHd T &1 | Hed H dqqd I8

the capacity to pass an examinatips. 6 af& U= STeg= fpam B ar staehr feein
After all, if you have studied or youd® e &1 STe@e &a & foQ ARa feam =

have been encouraged to study

you are interested in because Yy
like to do it, in which there is n
fear—if you have studied all th
time, not just the last two or thrg
months when you have to spurt a
read for many hours to pal
examinations—and if you af
watched over all the time and car
for, then when the examinatig
comes, you can easily pass.

You study better when there |i

freedom, when there is happine
when there is some interest. You
know that when you are playin
games, when vyou are doif
dramatics, when you are going (@
for walks, when you are looking
the river, when there is genel
happiness, good health, then vy
learn much more easily. But whe
there is the fear of comparison,
grades, of examinations, you do 1
study or learn so well, bt
unfortunately, most of your teache
indulge in that old-fashioned theor
Given the right atmosphere

enjoyment, of no fear, of not beir
compelled to do something, so tf
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he is happy and enjoying life in th
state, a student studies much be
But the difficulty is, you see, neith
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Chapter 4

the teachers nor the students think
these terms at all. The teacher
concerned only that you should pa
examinations and go to the ne
class, and your parents want you
get a class ahead. Neither of then
interested that you should leave 1
school as an intelligent human bei
without fear.
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The teachers and the parents
used to the idea of pushing a boy &
girl through examinations becau
they are afraid that if they are n
compelled, if they have n
competition, no grades, they will n
study. To them, it is a comparativ
new thing to bring up and educ
boys and girls without comparin
without compulsion, without threat
without instilling fear.
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What do you students really thin

will  happen if you have n
examinations, no grades? If vy
were not being compared wit

somebody else, what would happ
to your studies? Do you think th
you would study less?

TS Oe IOTell HTT < & ST, O AT &%
DY &A1 ST O IERT 9ROmH &7 BFme 39
DT=rToT W@ 39 9 § adg ¥ Fr 9Ed 27
e st germ B gAY A T @ o W@ Ee

& s geE-frarE @ Rufy s S @
Phmg oz a9 ¥ 5 ow RuRy § oy el &
3TUET HH 9gd?

Comment : Of course.
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Krishnamurti: | do not think so. It i
surprising that, even though you &
young, you have already accept
the old theory! It is a tragedy. Loo
you are young and you

you study. But if you are given th
right atmosphere, if you
encouraged and looked after, vy
will surely study well—it does ng
matter if you pass examinations

thinksg
compulsion is necessary to ma

alne
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Chapter 4

not.

They have experimented with all th
in other countries. Here, we have I
thought about all these things, and
you as a student say, ‘I must

compelled, compared, force
otherwise, | won't study.” So, yo
have already accepted the patterr
the old. You know what the wor
pattern means? It means the idea,
tradition of the older people. Yo
have not thought it out. Look! Whil
you are young, it is the time ¢
revolution, of thinking out all thes
problems, not just accepting wh
the old people say. But the o
people insist on your following th
tradition because they do not wg
you to be a disturbing factor, ar
you accept that.
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So, the difficulty is going to b
because the teachers and you
both thinking that compulsion ¢
some kind, appreciation of son
kind, coercion, comparison, gradé
examinations, are necessary. It
going to be very difficult to remov
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all that and to find ways and mean@T” Fra oy west w9 4, Wadgds Sl

so that you study naturally, easi
and happily. You think it is ng
possible. But we have never tried
This way—the way of examination
appreciation, comparisot

compulsion—has not produced amgit &1 sow =

great, creative human beings. T
people already produced have

initiative;  they  just  becom
automatic-clerks,  governors,
bookkeepers, with very sma

meager, dull minds. Do you see th
You are not listening to all thi
because you think it is impossib
But we have got to try it. Otherwis

you will be living in an atmospher
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Chapter 4

of fear, of threat, and no one can li
happily in such an atmosphere. It
going to be very difficult when on
has been used to this traditional w
of thinking, living, studying, tg
completely change, push that as
and find a way to study which yg
really can enjoy. That can be do
only if we all agree, all the studen
and all the teachers, that there sho
be no fear, and that it is essential
all of us to feel a sense of emotion
mental, physical security while w
are young. Such security does I
exist when there are all these threx
The difficulty is that none of us i
concerned with many of the deef
problems of life. The teachers g
only concerned to help you to p3
examinations, to make you stug
but they are not concerned with yQ
whole being. Do you understar
what | mean? The way you think, t
way you feel your outlook
traditions, the kind of person you a
as a whole—the conscious and
unconscious—nobody is concern
with all that.
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Surely, the function of education
to be concerned with the whole
your being. You are not just

student to be pushed through certat

examinations. You have yol
affections, your fears. Just wat
your emotions, what you want to d
your sex life. Here, in the school,
that the teachers are concerned W
is to make you study some subject
which you are not even slight
interested and to pass in it, and th
they think you have been there
educated. To be educated impli
does it not, to understand the whag
the total process, your total bein
To understand that, there must be,
your part as well as on the teache
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part, a feeling that you can trust ea
other, that there is affection, th
there is a sense of security and

fear. Look! This is not somethin
impossible, something utopian, of
mere ideal. It is not impossible. If 3

of us put our heads together, we ¢

work this out. It must be worked o
in school; if not, the school will be
total failure, like every other schog
So, you have to understand that ¢
can really study much better, ma
easily, in an atmosphere in whi
there is no fear, in which you are n
compelled, forced, compared, driv
in the old system, in the old way
But of that, we must be complete
sure. That is what we are workir
out here in the afternoon with tk
teachers. We talk over all the
problems to see that you go out
this school not as a machine but
human being with your whole beir
active, intelligent, so that yo
properly face all the difficulties g
life instead of merely reacting t
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them according to some tradition.
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