Comparison Chapter 3

Comparison e

You know we were discUsSINGETUeI A€ R 6 &l & @FT 99 9T ==
yesterday, if you remember, thesx & | =aH Q SR AT FHai-T-Fpd
question of fear. Most of us are afraidhisy ¥ wsfid & ok af® &4 W &+ fer
of something or other, and if we Cagy Sag FehTd T 9hb o ¥ &9 HaehT
eliminate fear, get rid of it, perhaps wgq:r  CIEe q\; fgea @1 fFHoT BT G F 1 OgH
can create a different world aItogetheJ(‘7111F|T 2 5 9% TwerT 9gq "ewyel 2--faew

It seems to me to be very important to
understand this, especially while we q o &g g1 S-5E e 9s

are young. The older we grow, th )
more difficult it is to withstand theﬁ_{ Ll e|i§16|3 gisalsal BN ST ' i

impacts of fear because circumstancBE @ T I Hfed 2 Sl § 76 eud
are much too strong for most of us. & SAEHIT «F & SAECH B HAAT & Hifer
really want to communicate, to telfl &f Y@ S| § araa # ST9ehl 39 a) H
you something of this; | feel it is verygs ad=T =mear € AR 431 @M © 6 I8
important because fear corrupts ofE qgr—c@ﬁ T FHiF 99 "9 & IEESEC Ty

BE

minds, and when we are afraid, thetgqr ¥ fm 59 =989 9= =1 & o 99
is no love. 2|

In this world there is no love. We talleq W ¥ U9 el TS B 8w U9 S ==l
about love, we talk about brotherhoo@d sxad 2, == #t a9 Hd B-—-ISTl
we talk about kindliness, about lifeg; st q‘; B &I 99 dr 9%Y g &
being one, but those are just wordggy 3 wsfy gna PRI SHEAT ST g’ IH B
they have no meaning, they arealot%—ﬂg T 2, T A @ O 3 B R
words bamboozling, deceiving peopl%_c‘_cgqg T %’%M - ’

In fact, love does not exist. How can EN N

there be love when you see the

appalling poverty, the miseries, th Eﬁ_{ T AT B B é@% g,
very, very powerful people and th&7d Qﬁﬁs""?'ﬁ SN ZIRE AR NE S NI D
poor people? 3T & A g8t UF B o B Tl &7

| think one of the causes of there beimft 9= |, 99 & & 81 &I TH dsie df 99
no love is fear. If you are afraid o | ofe g oTux frers @, o1q9 SIRYHTER!
your teacher, of your parents, of Wha &7 s e & ofife adl @ W & ar
people say, gnd SO on, h_ow can Yoi4rg 39 39 7 Wbﬁ 37 ﬁ?@ N B orarg F
love? Yet without love, life has NS =t Eﬁé o & =S w© oar, 9E .
meaning, it becomes very dry, duII SR SR & R 3. 7§F9\1\-—<‘1 éﬁl
weary; without love you do not reaIIyJEF N N ’ &,
see the flowers, the trees, the bird El?r:raﬁ'{ ;Rﬂﬁ , 1 d il

and the sunlight on the water, you d STt
not really live, you do not enjoy life. @ Ud ¥, g Eﬂ'{?ﬂ

By ‘enjoyment’ | do not mean going tc@%r Sfled @7 oTME  wof IeT W@ BId | ‘ST
cinemas or having a good job opS’ | HIT A e & g % A9 R
having a car—those are extern&@= ST AT 3AUH U Th FW-AT AT MR
things. The real inward joy of living, a1 o1 &R &--¥ ¥« @ FEd 9 g1 Siad

the feeling of internal richnessgr w=ar offdfRe oTMg, oTiAiRes TgRks &
whether you are materially poor or
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Ay

rich, that feeling of the earth beingte=T, SNifts aAa 9 o9 =g e+
ours to be made more beautiful, thafg= i, 39 YE@E=T 1 87 F BT
longing to bring about a differentrey =ay oo B, =@ =W ol
status in our relationships with eachqm ooy weet %1 =1 omam d%
other—these are the important thinggﬂ di AR T A--TE @9 Heget ®
But if there is fear, you cannot havg_{§ ot orad w9 T oar onad I ard :

these. They come only when there iS& -
love in our being. Love is not a thing;@ iaaa?:r p lﬁqq% f‘; iwis;a:”ﬁ §

that you cultivate, it is not a thing yo . )
practice. Day after day you may say, 19 91 q Haidd &Y T, S

must love, | must be kind, | must b&T¥TE TEl HY FHA | FdA & AT Hed
gentle.’ Love does not come out off8l SH HIAT MU, HA =31 BT =R,
that; it comes like the sunlight in thefsl =9 81 =feq’ | I8 &9 & I UH
morning, without your actuallySt= & g1 8, I8 o d9 Al @ o\
knowing it; it comes only when theretgi gar| Famr =4 EES| qEgEr 9,
is no fear. Please listen to thi&q’m‘g\ﬁzﬁ g; it 81 o o ¥ & afx ew
carefully because when we are YOoUuNgy we=r a5 oY = Fgafa o &% ar e
if we can understand this and have t}gﬁé o S5 Fef a= 98 w7 st a8
feeling of it, thkt)an nothing can des;ro;(quIT : By .a:rrtr Frefe 2 arad @mge T 8
us. You may be poor, you may have . : ) !

T of=8 3TeEr Fex o fe@E ad ', 9 S

no capacity, you may not look well or

beautiful, but the thing that makes lif & AT H AFAMCAT AT, wE A AHE

rich, really rich, is this quality of love, T & a8 & 9F &1 & orad e s
stripped of all fear. ® AA W AE B

vy
3%

144

3

al

So, in an educational place like thista: 3@ "&X & JQ&IOF TWH 9T dHad
surely the first concern, not only of th@reret =t &1 =81, afcss g SR wS S
teachers, but of you and all thg uiy we=f a5 1 el Bfar I8 &=
members of the Foundation, is tonfzu f5 w & arafEs SOl @ SRl
eliminate the real causes of fear. Whilég_a fpr ST S O ATY g8 T a9 oF
you arﬁ here, ift IS neﬁessary to e?gl%% Se8 2 5 omad T NDF G99 D
to each one of you the causes of fear, -~ .

% % IR H I dXE WeedgEs GHHAET

just as mathematics, geography, or
history is explained to you. The ™™ Fra @& | 7o, e a1 sfaerd e

teachers may still be afraid, th&TI% THSTET STl &1 9ot & fvers s
Foundation members may still b& a1 FESIT & T wI § R T

afraid, but for you:s it is important thatikg 9% @0 €l Hewgel & & 3 @l ar«
all these things are explained becaus@deshl T<d: Iads S M AT TH A

then you will create a new world, dJsa =1, =T 27T BT GST9 HT UM |
new education.

| think one of the causes of fear gz T&T @var 8 f&6 ga=m w9 & ®RON H 4
comparison. You know whatoss B 7 9 A @ 6 ‘AT F=T 27
‘comparison’ is? To compare you Witlegelt gex & eyt go=m fhar i, fomeh
somebody else, to compare you With@@-{ T ST N ge AT of, el
clever boy, or to compare you with ay gz ar SO ST geT
dull boy, to compare you Witha%{[——aﬁ'{ aft ey e ¥ A omud
Gandhiji or Buddha or Christ—if you g T £ Y T v Sr7 T

are Communist, it won’t be Buddha 0%?? & & on awdl - W ogER @
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Christ, it will be Stalin or Lenin—to sTqesl ga=T fFaT ST 99 & &t 21 H
compare you with somebody else isfqq 8 T HEM, VAT FF & IE 3TYH!
the beginning of fear. | will show yoUegrasm, =9 =9 v & ==t &30 R a9
why; we will go into it, and you Will gyq 3% qid fF R SFT e H%r_cﬂg(ﬂf
see the importance of not fearing. OW | axrer =T T=mT qeT Y omenRa ¥ =H
whole society is based on comparisogr,w e G BT
is it not? We think comparison isa:rlzrse?:ﬁﬁ S| ¥ e T
necessary for growth. | compare - . ger, e

myself with another politician and say, . SRas g.aﬁ'{ Fel g, ‘T8 I
‘Well, | must beat him, | must bet,  SH UB Bl LM, A IFG FSAL A
better than him. When a teachefl"lI” STl #ig foreieh STl Joim fheil o
compares you with another boy who igf<i<h g ®Xl & S EE A9 AU =GR
perhaps a little cleverer, what i§ T 39 T 78gd HIA &¢ T AT AR
happening to you? Have you noticelram & 6 59 oTmadhl Ja-m fhel &k 4 &
what happens to you when you argrit 2 o o9l Hal Tl &7 f3e/ep o9
compared with someone else? TRAMH wear B, “cd @ed #H die =gl a1
teacher says to you;s ‘Be as clever @ omg a9y ST 20 9 o4

that other boy.” To make you Wy F T, IEH ST Aedd S B R,

clever, as strenuous, as studious as e AR A A H AvE v

other boy or girl, he gives you gradesE >
he gives you marks and so you keela:”i ® %rqa:”‘é S o oM @ :E“’%i’
on struggling, competing; you ar ST AN

envious of the other boy. Sol{l ¥&d &, wfcedel X €, 36 TAX @D
comparison breeds envy, jealousy; afll T FA @ ¥ o7 g F= A oo
jealousy is the beginning of fearsdl €, &Y &l HEAI SFC & AR &9 & 9
When you are compared with anoth@fl &ATT | STE AR JoT fHEl TR
boy, you;s as an individual boy or girlsiesss @ I STl & I &@dsl didsh AT STeTehT
are not important, but the other i$ wg T ous f[Aidredar gewwsg & Sl @
important.  When you compar&ir = TEO ASH HedYel B Sl B B
yourself with somebody else, the;? wep woy =feg & =7 § o eTHaTd,
somebody else is more important tha@mzﬁ yafmEl, oMud Rewd, omyE giEst
you. Is it not so? You as an individuals .~ - EPJ; EN—_ q’%r_crg'ﬁ Hﬁséﬁ%’f
with your capacities, with your_. c > EN 3 &ix
tendencies, with your difficulties, withT P Iz FHI HeT I ST s | g
your problems, with your being, ar , SFNT T -, S A ST e
not important, but somebody else &% Y Rl o1 & SR B & o e
important, and so you;s as a being, afg T 21 39 wad A 2 g ofR Wy e
pushed aside and you are |efid T | ofal freres e & fobell ga¥ & S9!
struggling to become like somebodga=T &I B, AYHl I =1, &H =A@
else. In that struggle is born envy, feaerferes 3isp Iar 2, =1 2o "a= &xar & o
Watch yourself in class when themmgdss @& @1 Fe™T *X, 3@ TR &
teacher compares you with anothefyrgenr ww= fpar ST 8, oT9esl i«
gives you different marks, differentyges Sgem sfiax g Ffea & o&ET S o9
grades; you are destroyed, your OWRrrr o “egdi=ar Q;"r = TEY # gEd
capacities,dyour oxvn innste beingf, gr%%éqm & g e S o Y 99 =T S
suppressed. You hear about ‘soul’ a " ’

Fifeh ST Al Mgl fehdl o7 | o=l o

‘freedom’ and all the rest of it, but % :
those are just words because when ygﬂfﬁ e o ST Yer BN B A

are compared with somebody else, y§iP & 9 Fagfa & a1 st &, @
are being destroyed. You may be ddi ¥ o9 34 & Hewyel € B T
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or stupid, but you are as important &1 ASHI AT TAL ASH ST TISh  {eh

that other boy or girl whom the teachety A1a-faar el 99 2 |
or the parent considers intelligent.

So, should not a school, an educatiorg#ifeic s Iz & % =1 39 Jhr & f3rew
centre of this kind, eliminategeers =, 09 fOemeT lI& ae
comparison altogether because you T} Y AT TRU? Fife oTel oTy
important and not somebody els T 9 BE erd oy
Then your teacher has to be muc@Tq% frers & foro =
more watchful of each individual, hag'@_‘:B F o, SR w9 @ e 3| R
he not? The difficulty is that the ’ . !

: : e 2 T 39 99 & IR H AWHEH # Bl
parents are not interested in all this .
they want you to pass an examinatio#,%[ :@ erell, = =T &l =ed %,% ST
to get a job, and that is all they arg(&l H & Bl SIME, JSTX a1 & | I
interested in. So, what do they do? AFTToedl 59 €l o Il B gAY I
home, they compare you with youffXd 87 o S9! go=l @X & fpdl o1
elder brother or nephew or niece ar@ied &, 3TU®H qS IS d AT ST AT HAASH
say, ‘Be as clever as that.’ That is n@ &xd & &IX oMU Fed B, “ITH e
love. When there is comparison, the@fiimmx =<1 17 o8 99 =81 &1 S8l ga @
is no love. You know when there arggi w <& &ar| 9 SIMd &, S8 He
many children, the mother, if ShQTIé—EI%:r A ¥ guf SHE T, AR T
really loves her children, does oLy ord s=at 4 99 & Sue oud § SRa
compare. Each one is as important 8% gedi) wm o ’ch o w7 9

the other. Is it not so? Unless the .
. : . . qgr—c@ﬁ arar arar ? 9 deh
mother is stupid, callous, unintelligen SR Sl il

IH
= 8 S R

she does not pick out one boy of the™"> 2 3

family and say, ‘He is my favourite®® & ITH & Tl &1 FAHT F§ T He

and you must all be like him.’ gﬁmﬁaﬁ fora & &liT ga | * ek Ster
|

The real mother, with love in her=et @7, 9% &g ¥ acded &idr

being, does not compare. The cripplgazn R EEAGIERSSE RN U 11@‘ T
the stupid, is as important as they age = @ a¥e Hewyoel @ 1 g4
clever. In the same way, here we Muskz, ziwi ux i =8 #IF ofesl MfRed =&
not have an ideal and say we are gOilgIg{—,ﬂ 2 ot wRg & B e o &, ey

to work towards it; we must eliminat e
all this competitive comparison. e? E‘H%Flrr& SEZES S 2 U A

The teacher has to study each boy afttier I T a@SH BT ASAA HIAT BRT
find out his capacities, in what way heflx o2 qar s =T 8rn 6 g8 el 9fa &<
is making progress, in what way he iggr & == fbg @1 4 ys-fTorg <@ 21 9E
studying. Perhaps you should not USgfy srex =1 ST emg o & &3 O et |
that word progress at all. Th%h‘%‘vﬂé T D B ouoe aed o uaS%
difficulty is how to help each boy Ol et = Fp U & Hag & o Prad
girl to be studious, to learn. We learn T o S N G S

- IS
now through comparison, through :
competition, through grades; we ar SSNL % BN, "awdl & 3R, HE AR

forced, are we not? If you are lazy i ad gT Hed 2, & Ed AP ST
the class, what happens? You af@al STl g, TEr & ' A7 AfX wem H ooy
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pointed out as being lazy and the othgRd € @1 =T 2T 37 379l AR Hhd HT
boy as active. The teacher says, ‘Whyiraenr g&q el ST & S Rl 3= &l
don’t you be like him?’ and you aregdier ser sirar &1 forers wear &, ‘a9 39
given lower marks than the other boﬁ-a F TS 2P o} SUE I9 o aH
or girl, so you struggle and struggle; s § &9 ois fro oy T e el
and struggle to learn ma.thematics,'agglm_aﬁ N g, FrRaT e ﬁ’r N
}Zhgltl Qﬁgpﬁrr;z?ge?gr bra_ln, your beln%qTq B A - S - e, ﬁ:g :
g twisted because 37 .
you are not interested in mathematicE " SRUNEE ,3 M ARTSH, SR AT
But you may be interested (T TIY N F TEAOE, FE I AT B
something else through which you cafil FIRaX diea-wRIgdl &l & il fora §
learn mathematics. A o B T8l © 19X 8 "ehal & 6
Agh B Rl @ =i ° 8l [Sae Jread
q AT IO FET g B S |

So, to eliminate fear is extremelytd: ¥ & IAA HIAT TAAF HfoAd T,
difficult; it must be done radically,zg o g @ &, fega IRY9 d &,
right from the beginning, fromg=ga § & Sa o9 Reswmes ¥ a9 & a9,
childhood, from the kindergartengemag =& <y § & ¢ By S0
from the smallest age, until you Ieav%ﬂ%q__a:”tr =g W # 8IS d9 9% o[
tk:jis Iplace. It its) o(;;r job, it isdnot ANsy v Rray ST N ETTRT T T e
‘ideal.’” It must be done every day, an . , ’
amesl’ Ef 21 39 ar 8% Uy e S

we must work it out as we are doin
now because, you see, in this so-call AR o8 % 4 &89 39 999 T8 HE B

civilized world, competition leads to®® © 961 TX& & fpar o B HAE @
ruthlessness. Do you understand whapT™iaId T HER H o9 @d & g
that word means? It means brutalitfjicredel &5 spxar @l f&m J o 51 W@ 2| R
disregard of another, not thinking ofTd I 91 &N ST THIA &7 IR 37
another. Because you are ambitious, exal, A H SAdea, TAL H IUET
competitive, you are aggressive, YO | Ifh oY HEaThial g, ufowgal
want to get more and more, but likeemr § «¥ ¥, oIepme &, g SAfye
you;s everybody else also thinks hgfess g7 =1ed ¥ AfeT ouE & avE
has a right to get more, and so i’fﬂ'{fqﬂ&?%ﬁqﬁ@w%ﬁ%@rﬁzﬁqﬁaﬁr
struggles. Our society is built Ot o off & &k wffam gz s wEd
this—on envy, on jealousy, on

ambition—in the name of the countryab_(ﬁgpﬁ|T el 373;? RSN AT =6 ?ﬁi
in the name of the people, and all th%” —g= W, Uy, HeTIdhIEl 93—

rest of it—but you are the centre. 98 99 W & g & 9y, SNl El\'?.:qu
q¥ X UF gHE &t & A 9X i A
B ——UX IHHN B AT B € |

This competition leads ultimately tore wfqefaar ofad: omudl = H X o
war, to the destruction of people, terdt &, @il & fa=Tr i MR, X == i
greater misery. Seeing all thig ofw & I 1 g8 3@ 3 9 & I8
throughout the world, is it not rightgrs g & & < 2w T Sha T
that a few of us who are reall;gsITrr fF =9 q H® T S 59 U & frem
inr:er?dsteddin this Clkind kof educationy s Ty \{%‘W R L ————
should sit down and work out a way o ’ A Brrat N
teaching, of living, of educating, inGiﬁ 1, [ o o s

B JAT A 8, THN HIE ad 7 B fF g™
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which there is no comparison, IFaET HE AW HeW@YCl © | AT Al IdT B
which there is no sense of somebod:;g?crg\ui g B & a9 o1, R e
being more important than you? Yoursfi 9o 3= =2f 9dar e 90 = % STt
are as important as anyone else, bty & g2 3 o X I e BB =T
the teacher has not found out how 854 =6 & omgas sfT @1 oF7 9Er 2 o
awaken your interest. If the teach%Tq S O B gue & S

can find a way to arouse your interest,
then you will be as good as the others.

So, | think it is very important, whilegafe, g31 o& =gd & #ew@qol S 9sdl @
we are young, to understand thiss o1+ft ST9 o9 8¢ & ¥, g T
business of comparison. We think wafgfafer &1 woi-wifqy 99=r & | 29 993 =
learn by comparison, but really we dgy geeT 89 W en diE ¥ greag §
not. The real inventor, the reall B9 9T eq HeaE S

g

creative person is not comparing, he S ST RS .
just acting, living; he does not say ‘I ’

%:7
g " | g
et Tg g
=l

must be as good as Edison or Ramglagr wz'sif'qﬁ"ag W?Qﬁa@w g, Gﬁ?ﬂ%
he works, he lives. :nja:g |

FHadl
B 15 2; 98 S HXAr B
Hiadr

ceIEy
When you write a poem, if yousis 319 his o @ B, 39 99 Ak
compare your work with somebodyig e1q9 @& @ ga=T el o= & HA |
else’s, what happens to your poem?#y 1 == =ar 27 I o9 o9+ SRl
you compare yourself with Keats, Withsr  geft o1 fpeit TR HE™ H F Hid B
Shelley, or any other great poet, th “a:ntr Far org & 5 9= o9 Sad
you cease to write at all. You shoul TP 2 opfitn SR U e F T
write because you have something P52 o o ofetE @ms T oA,

say. You may put it badly, what you?> ., -
y y P Y Yo e B3, @@ o H e | v T

write may not have the right rhythm,
your words may not be rich, easf?" ﬁ_{ S "HAT & TR I ad A=
flowing, but you have something tg7 &, 3 ¥Xd X maEYYl ¥ &, 9 YD
say. What you say—no matter hoWrd Fe-l & [T HB EF BT 21 A9 S
stupid it is—is as important for you ag® Fed ¢ g8 9d & TWhsH agH ol, I
what has been said by Keats or Shelleyrqe fo@ ag Ia=m & Hew@qet aan & e
or Shakespeare. But if you compar@; Hieg a1 Sl a1 AFAdET H o g3 |

you cannot write. 9T AT ST AT BT a1 g & TE FBh |

Have you ever painted? Do you everRr 37O &l o=l &t 287 &1 (g &t
paint? When you paint a tree, the tréers s=71q 87 S99 [Rell ge1 &1 =& a9
tells you something. The tree give§ & ger emaa %S HE @l ol & | g& ST
you its significance. The beauty of itgef oy Tme Uee AT =1 =@ G,
the quietness, the movement, thfﬂ?ﬁ arisht, TEw e, a3, SaE
shades, the depth, the shape, the flut;%f:ﬂ’ S S S ’{95% = ’\mqm,

i -

of a leaf all tell you something—an -
you paint; you do not merely copy%‘ AT FY FHE E B %Eﬁ W@g
I AT

leaf, but you express the feeling of th%_‘q e 2 & o fel o
tree. But in expressing it, if your mindiel T, dfch ST A SH g4

compares your work with one of th&!l ARy & Tl W TE HIq a9 A
great painters, then you cease to paiffj9ehl A @l ol He M bRl & 6
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don't you? | see you have not dong?, @1 STueshl & 9T S ST & %
any of these things. It is too bad! Whatsiqr wsar 27 3@( AT & F o9 IE 99
you miss in life! Probably you are verysi fpar 81 g2 @1 a2 owa & 9 8!
good at mathematics or scienCe—gyuep Sfeq &9 =o &9 4 dfeg 2! 9EE
which are also necessary, but if YOWforg =1 famg  fom ST TEq =R
miss all the rest, mathematics a —eife ¥ W omEsas 2, W AR eIy
passing a few examinations have ng . :
meaning at all. You become such du w4 Eﬁ%ﬁ T A E Al aTri%
\ S ged IAOT BT A1 iz AR Aol
human beings. 5 ] .
QAT | 39 X8 O AT He, &I a9 Su |

What is important is to understanged & S1d I8 THSAT & 6 99 T & AR
what fear is and to eliminate fear. Ongg =7 fer@T 9 ST 99 b HEON H
of the causes of fear is envy, and envigs & S=f, oIk S=f B AT | AT
is comparison. A society based og gfere oX T @ueT oe fan efk i
comparison, envy, is bound to creatg R off e & YeT S| of9E ar
rknisery for itself acrlld for others. Yoquﬁ Hqs @ a8 W@ > BrEY ot
now, a contented person is not 0?% S @ o Rrm R g g B

who has achieved a result but one w .
understands things as they are AGET ST A FEUES IE-EEs dr ©

goes beyond them. But to understargist T THeheT STICl 19X gEgeT
things as they are, it is no good if yoit SH1 &9 H @FeM & fou 78 9= &
mind is always comparing, judging@TaeT 7 FRAT o= #, i H, H9-
weighing. Such a mind can nevel & I@=M @ | TET A9 =Sl &l &
understand things. To put it verygasl Thdall 39 O3 &1 9 UH &He Gohd
simply, if you are compared withfes gfe s9eH) Ja fREl o= | @ Sl
somebody else, you are not importan§y sqerr HE Hew & <edl, a1 Y&dl &7
are you? In that comparison, there igg ger o e 2 fp 27 =URT GEM,
no love, is there? Our society, OULyy  foapersy.  aurdl  foren. eury gw av
schocl)ls, hourh educatlion, our ”bi%q__g:ﬁ ﬁ?% T8 ’% =RT AT
people—they have no love. So, all our . ’ R ;

society, all our culture is going to BN | WP gE BT o

pieces; everything is deterioratingi.é}r g, W By qad B AT S TET T | 5,
That is why it is very important that af® qu" AN %. b g9 e W, el
this place, here at Rajghat, that tHESTSTE H [R7e/h, ®HESAT & FIEFTT X
teacher, the Foundation members, affETell 39 1 AT 1 G5 62 |

the students create this new feeling.

«38

45

3%

g o)

W oy
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